WE ARE EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE A NEW BRANCH COMING IN 2019!
We have begun construction on and will be opening a brand new branch in Shiloh,
Illinois. The new branch will be located at 848 N Green Mount Road. We will be
introducing new Interactive Teller Machines (ITMs) at this location. ITMs are a newer
technology which allows you to interact with a person through a machine which also
functions as an ATM. You will be able to perform normal, ATM-style transactions
such as deposits, withdrawals, transfers and balance inquiries. However, you
will also be able to cash a check to the penny, make a loan payment, or discuss
additional questions about your account with a Member Service Representative.
Of course, you will also be able to come in and talk with us in person about all of
your financial needs from checking and savings to auto, personal and home loans.
The new branch will be replacing our existing branch at 2693 North Illinois Street in
Swansea, IL. The new branch is less than 5 miles from the current branch and will
have the added convenience of drive-thru service.

VISIT: GOGMFCU.ORG/SHILOH TO STAY UP
TO DTE ON THE NEW BRANCH PROGRESS.

We look forward to this new opportunity to ofer our existing members more
conveniences with the same great service while welcoming new members to
continue to grow your Credit Union!
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TIPS FROM GMFCU'S
DIRECTOR OF MEMBERS
FINANCIAL COUNSELING
The holiday season is quickly approaching. These next few
months will go by before we know it. I want to offer a few tips to
help our members through the next few months.
The Credit Union has a few offers to help you get through the
holiday season and give some relief to your wallet. If you have a
loan currently financed with Gateway Metro Federal, and would like
to free up some funds in November and December, you can utilize
our Holiday Skip-a- Pay promotion (subject to lender approval).
This will help you by freeing up your normal monthly payment
to spend towards events like Thanksgiving dinner or possibly
purchasing a few additional gifts. Another product we provide is
our Holiday Loan, competitive rates and smaller repayment amounts
stretched out over several months can help have less impact on
your budget.
Don't have a budget? Utilize our partner, Balance, to put one in
place. If you don't know where you stand, it is difficult to know
which direction to go. The Credit Union provides you free access to

most of Balance's financial services at no charge to you. Click here
or visit GoGMFCU.org and click on Balance under the 'Our Partners'
section at the bottom of the page to get on track today.
This time of year there is an influx of scams and I want to provide
you the tools to be prepared and avoid scammers. There are often
a large volume of part-time holiday jobs that come available. Many
people utilize them to supplement their income for the holidays.
These jobs could range from stocking shelves at your local retailer
to serving tables at a local restaurant. We do not want you to fall
victim and lose out on your hard earned money. A popular scam this
time of year is the secret shopper scam. Scammers advertise jobs
where all you have to do is cash a check they send to you, spend it
at a certain store, and then report how your experience was. They
often use your application to obtain your personal information to
steal your identity or will ask you to send part of the money from the
cashed check back to them. The check will then be returned to your
financial institution and you will be responsible for repaying funds
you didn't have in the first place. These scams can come in many
forms so remember, if it sounds too good to be true, it probably
is. Try avoiding these by applying for positions in person or going
directly to the retailer's website.
Remember, if you feel your financial situation is beyond your
control and you don't know how to handle it, your Credit Union
is here for you. Don't avoid us, or any creditor, because you are
embarrassed or don't know what to do. Reach out and talk with
our team. We may be able to offer you a consolidation option, a
hardship extension or just a new perspective for an option you didn't
think about. We are here for you! Take advantage of the services
your membership provides.

LOST CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS
If your GMFCU credit or debit card is lost, stolen or
you suspect unauthorized use, please call:

CREDIT CARD - (800) 558-3424, 24 hours a day
DEBIT CARD - (314) 621-4575 or (800) 621 -4828 during
business hours or (800) 472-3272, 24 hours a day.

LOAN RATES

As the holiday season approaches, many of us are travelling to see
friends and family or just to relax and get away! Here are some tips to
help make your travel safer and less stressful:
NOTIFY THE CREDIT UNION IF YOU WILL BE TRAVELLING AND WILL
BE USING YOUR GATEWAY METRO FEDERAL VISA® DEBIT CARD.
In order to protect members' money we have monitoring rules in place that
may prevent you from being able to perform a transaction when deviating
from your normal patterns. This is especially important when travelling
out of the country as some countries may have a higher incidence of fraud
originating there and have been blocked from allowing any transactions.
If you notify us of your travel plans any time of year, we can help eliminate
the added stress of having a transaction declined . You can call, visit any
branch or send a secure email through online banking to notify us of your
plans. Just give us the dates you will travelling and, if you are leaving the
country, which countries you will be visiting . We will take care of the rest.

CARRY MULTIPLE METHODS OF PAYMENT.
In case there is a problem with your debit card or credit card of choice,
always have a back-up. Have a small supply of cash as well as at least
two methods of card payment. If you don't have a Gateway Metro Federal
Credit Union Credit Card, you can click here to apply now.

Effective November 1, 2018

Gateway Metro rewards our members with low rates.

VEHICLE LOANS
Approx. Payback Term

Rate

up to 48 months

3.45% APR*

49 to 63 months

3.75% APR*

OTHER LOANS
Mortgage

Visit GoGMFCU.org for current rates.

Savings Secured

2.149% APR*

Stock Secured

9.25% APR*

Signature Loans

7.99% APR*

Personal Line of Credit

12.90% APR*

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates are subject to
change, and terms and conditions apply. Our website
contains the most current rates. Contact GMFCU for
complete details. NMLS# 410276

KEEP COPIES OF YOUR CARD INFORMATION.
When travelling, it is a good idea to keep copies of contact phone
numbers and card numbers for any debit or credit cards you are carrying
in case your purse or wallet is lost or stolen. This allows you to promptly
cancel the cards to prevent the inconvenience of dealing with fraudulent
transactions and gives you added piece of mind. Keep the information
separate from the cards and in a secure place such as in a hotel safe.
PROTECT WHAT YOU LEFT AT HOME.
Secure any checks, payment cards, or account information, as well as,
personal information like your social security card and birth certificate that
you leave at home. Store it in a locked file cabinet or safe deposit box.
Home invasions can also be up during the holiday season. Protecting your
identity while you are away can save you from dealing with the additional
fear of not knowing who has your information and when they may use it.
HAVE FUN AND ENJOY FAMILY.
While this time of year can be stressful, it should be an enjoyable time of
year. Planning and following these few steps can help make the season
memorable in a good way rather than in a bad way!

Need help making that holiday vacation even better, apply for
a Gateway Metro Federal Holiday Loan today! Rates starting
as low as 7.99%*

HOLIC>.AY tLOSINGS
Our offices will close to observe the following holidays:

Veteran's Day
Thanksgiving
Christmas Day
New Year's Day
Martin Luther King Jr Day

Monday, Nov. 12
Thursday, Nov. 22
Tuesday, Dec 25
Tuesday, Jan. 1
Monday, Jan. 21

Remember, even when our offices are closed, you
still have 24/7 account access through our online and
mobile banking services!

It's easy to ignore the misguided dating advice of elders at
family gatherings, so why do we let the financial tidbits sink in?
Money advice often gets woven into humdrum conversations
between family and friends, and it can be hard to know what to
take seriously. Here are some financial "tips" to let in one ear
and out the other.

"IF YOU CAN'T AFFORD IT, CHARGE IT"

CALLING ALL PARENTS
& GRANDPARENTS!
Have you opened accounts for your children at
Gateway Metro Federal Credit Union? The Credit Union
is a co-operative organization that exists and thrives
because of you: our members and owners. Help us
continue to be able to offer great products and services
to the next generations as well as the current.
For children 0-12 years of age, open a Clubhouse Crew
Account. With as little as $5.00 you can apply for an account
for your child . You can make automatic transfers, automatic
payroll deposits and deposit those birthday and holiday checks
to start your child down the path of savings. We offer share
certificate options from 6 months to 6 years for as little as
$100 for the Clubhouse Crew members. They can learn about
money management and other financial topics through quarterly
newsletters where Nick and Penny Coin and their parents, Q
and Di talk about things that come up in everyday financial life.
When they turn 10, if you have checking and direct deposit with
Gateway Metro Federal, they can open an Early Foundations
Youth Certificate earning 10%*
For those 13-17, you can apply for a joint savings and/or
checking account with all of the services of a grown-up account.
These accounts have access to savings, checking, online and
mobile banking as well as a Visa® Debit Card. You will have all
the tools to start helping your child on the path to smart account
management! Teach them how to monitor their account and
spending, set a budget, and make payments. Once they are a
member, if you have checking and direct deposit, they will also
qualify for an Early Foundations Youth Certificate earning 10%*!
They will also have access to online education materials to help
supplement your teaching .
Maybe your children are already adults, they can still benefit
from your referring them to your credit union. Let them know
the differences between being a credit union member and a
bank customer. We can all benefit from saving money on low
loan rates and making more on our deposits no matter what our
age. Share with them news about our credit union and what we
strive to do every day. Talk about savings products like the Save
To Win Certificate program which can be opened for as little as
$25.00 for eligible members, our auto loans that are competitive
and based off more than just a credit score, and our home loans
including first mortgages and home equity lines of credit.

Don't keep us and your membership a secret. Share with your
family, friends and neighbors about your credit union. We truly stand
by our members and our mission of Helping People Realize Their
Financial Potential!
"APY=ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD RATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Terms and
conditions apply. Contact GMFCU for details.

You're broke, but you know you'll be facing the firing squad for
missing a family reunion . Nana advises to "charge it." However,
any punitive measures she dishes out will be better than facing
collection companies. If you can't afford a trip home, or any
optional expense, for that matter, putting it on a credit card
should be out of the question.

"BUY EVERYTHING IN BULK"
Maybe mom bought all the toilet paper and snacks in bulk
at a warehouse store, but she had a whole household to
run. Buying items at 75% off is still 100% wasteful if it goes
unused.

"YOU CAN'T TAKE SAVINGS WITH YOU"
Ever been peer-pressured with those words of wisdom "You
can't take it with you"? Leaving a mess of debt postmortem
means a huge financial burden for loved ones to sort out. Don't
let friends or family chastise you for being responsible and
having savings.

"BUYING AHOUSE IS ALWAYS AGOOD INVESTMENT"
Do-it-yourself home flips seem so easy with a backdrop of TLC
or HGTV production crews. But buying a home, especially a
fixer-upper, can come with major costs. There's no guarantee
that a house will provide a return on investment, either. Before
deciding whether to buy or rent, consider all of the different
ways that home ownership can affect your bottom line.

"GO AHEAD: JUST PAY THE MINIMUM ON CREDIT CARDS"
One of the greatest myths used to perpetuate the overuse of
credit cards is the idea that you can survive by only paying
the minimum balance. The longer you defer paying down the
principal, the more you end up paying in interest. If you're
going to use a credit card, only purchase what you can afford
to pay down immediately.

"LOANS CAN FINANCE DAILY LIVING"
Spending loan money on lavish vacations now will lead to
serious problems in the next few years when it comes time
to pay back the debt. After a taste of an unsustainably good
life, you may have wonderful memories, but you run the risk of
drowning in debt.

"STORE REWARDS CREDIT CARDS ARE LIKE FREE MONEY"
Even for the most dedicated shopaholic, getting a store
rewards credit card just to get the 25% initial discount is a
dicey idea. The cards tend to carry high interest rates, and the
rewards are almost always limited to the store itself. Besides,
opening too many lines of credit all at once is a fabulous way
to tank your credit.
Next time, think twice before taking financial advice from a
friend or distant relative. After all, you're the one who has to
live with the consequences of those choices, and you don't
want to be destined for debt.
© Copyright 2016 NerdWallet, Inc. All Rights Reserved

IS YOUR EMPLOYER
CHANGING YOUR BENEFITS
GOING INTO THE NEW YEAR?
See if a Gateway Metro Federal Credit Union
Health Savings Account (HSA) is right for you!*
First, you may ask what is a Health Savings Account or an
HSA. An HSA is a special account used to save for medical
expenses and reduce your tax burden. If you are enrolled in
a high-deductible health insurance plan (HDHP) as defned
by the government, you can qualify for an HSA. The IRS can
defne an HDHP differently each year. For 2018 and 2019 the
minimum deductible plan to qualify is $1,350 for an individual
and $2,700 for a family plan deductible. The maximum
amount you can contribute is also determined by the IRS.
For 2018, it is defned as $3,450 for an individual or $6,900
for those covered by a family plan. For 2019, it is defned as
$3,500 for an individual and $7,000 for a family plan. Money
deposited into an HSA can be pre-tax or tax deductible.
Any dividends are tax-free and money can be withdrawn for
qualifed medical expenses without tax or penalty.

You can decide how much you will contribute to your HSA
account, though there are maximums set by the government
to which you must adhere which can change each year. With
a Gateway Metro Federal HSA, you can set up automatic
contributions directly from your employer. You will receive a
debit card as well as checks and access to bill payment if you
would like for making payments on eligible medical expenses
directly from your HSA. The funds cannot usually be used
on insurance premiums but can be used to pay deductibles,
copays and other qualifed medical expenses which are also
determined by the IRS.
The balance in your HSA rolls over from year to year so you
don’t have to worry about losing your savings if you don’t use
it or leave your job. You can contribute to an HSA through
age 65. However, you can continue to withdraw from it over
age 65 for qualifed medical expenses.

If an HSA is right for you, contact us by phone
or at one of our branches for more information!
*The information provided is for educational purposes
only. Consult a tax advisor for your specific situation.
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WONDERING HOW YOU ARE GOING TO PAY FOR THE HOLIDAY
SEASON THIS YEAR AND READY TO DO BETTER NEXT YEAR?
OPEN YOUR HOLIDAY CLUB SAVINGS ACCOUNT TODAY!
A Gateway Metro Holiday Club account earns dividends, allows you to
set up automatic transfers to make saving easy, and restricts access
until the holidays arrive to help keep you disciplined . Once holiday
shopping time arrives, you can conveniently access your funds online
from October 1st through February 15th to transfer to your checking
account so you can pay for your shopping, travel, or any holiday
expenses.

GOGMFCU.ORG / 314-621-4575 / 800-621-4828
NMLS# 410276
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