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10 Ways to Boost Your Home's Resale Value
With housing values on the rise in many areas, you may be
thinking about selling or updating your own property.
Whether you’re planning on entering the real estate
market or you simply want to make your personal space
more functional and enjoyable for you, here are some
things you can do to improve the value of your home.
1. Make Your Kitchen Flow
Most buyers see the kitchen as the heart of the home and
will want to see this area first in a showing. It’s important
to have a cooking area that’s clean and updated. While you
could do a complete remodel, taking the time to update
fixtures, replace the faucet, and install energy efficient
lighting will go a long way. If there’s more room in your
budget, you can look at resurfacing cabinets, and replacing
your counter tops and flooring with coordinated materials.
2. Boost Your Curb Appeal
Landscaping can go a long way in making a good first
impression on potential buyers. It can be as easy as adding
some colorful flowers to your planters, or freshening up
your mulch. Making sure your is lawn well-groomed, trees
and bushes are pruned, and your walkway is swept adds to
the appeal of a home on that first drive-by.
3. Keep Up on Maintenance
For the most part, buyers today favor houses that are in
the best possible shape. Take steps to make your property
as low maintenance as possible. A few hundred dollars to
upgrade old wiring and plumbing could add a few
thousand to the value of your home.
4. Create Open Floor Space
In today’s market, open floor plans are the preferred style.
Do what you can to create space and flow in your home. If
you have more than enough storage in your kitchen, you
may want to remove large islands. Sometimes, knocking
down a non-structural wall can open up a living area.
5. Brighten Up Your Home
Bring light into your home. Updating your lighting with
dimmer switches, recessed lighting in areas like the
kitchen, and fresh new fixtures can brighten your spaces.
Depending on the room and the mood you want to create,

use higher watt bulbs to make an area feel larger and soft
lights for warmth.
6. Go Green
Increased energy efficiency in your home can be a key
selling point these days. Taking simple steps like adding a
layer of insulation to the attic and using LED lighting may
give your home an edge over other places for sale in the
area. If you have an older furnace or water heater, you
may want to consider updating them with new, energy
saving equipment.
7. Give Your Bathroom a Makeover
Bathrooms can be almost as important as the kitchen to
upgrade. You don’t have to go crazy to freshen up this
room. By applying a fresh coat of paint, updating fixtures,
and cleaning up the grout, you can refresh your space.
Additional low cost fixes include a new toilet seat or a lowflush toilet.
8. Spruce Up Your Floors
You want to ensure your floors are looking their best. If
you have carpeting, have it professionally cleaned or rent a
carpet cleaner to freshen it up. Replace any cracked tiles
and repair damaged floorboards. You may choose to
replace tired old flooring. In today’s market, think about
hard wood or engineered wood flooring.
9. Apply a Fresh Coat of Paint
If you have chipping or cracked paint, do some touch up.
Clean, well-maintained walls add to eye appeal. When it’s
necessary to apply a fresh coat, go with neutral colors.
Walls that are white or off-white allow potential buyers to
project their personal vision on a space.
10. Update Your Front Entryway
Much like landscaping, your portal makes an important
impression on potential buyers. Little things like making
sure your doorbell is functioning properly and that your
door is in good repair go a long way. Make sure your
doorway is well maintained and has a sturdy handle and
lock. This tells people they’re entering a solid home.
This article was written by our partner, BALANCE.

Taking Charge of Your Financial Life

Delegating responsibilities to others may lead to problems down the road.

When you are putting together a household, it isn’t unusual to delegate responsibilities. One
spouse or partner may take on the laundry, while another takes on the shopping. You might also
decide which one of you vacuums and which one of you dusts. This is a perfectly fine way to
divvy up household tasks and chores.
One household task it’s valuable for both partners to take part in, however, is your shared
financial life. It’s important, regardless of your level of wealth or stage of life. Counting on one
spouse or partner to handle all financial decisions can create a gap for the other partner. Should
the one in charge of the money separate, become severely disabled, or pass away, that may leave
the other partner in a bind. A situation like that is probably difficult enough without adding
additional stress.
Begin the conversation. If you are the partner who isn’t steering the household finances, ask
yourself why. It may be that you have preconceived notions about how difficult it might be to
educate yourself to make informed decisions. Maybe you know how to do it, but you would simply
rather not be bothered. It’s also possible that you recognize that your spouse or partner has a
particular expertise in these matters and doesn’t need your help.
Regardless of the reason, it’s probably a good idea that you should at least be able to hop into the
driver’s seat, should misfortune strike your household. In that unfortunate circumstance, you
should feel confident that whatever the reason or the duration, you won’t have any unnecessary
concerns about managing your household’s finances.
For example, what if you have insurance that covers extended care, in case of a severe injury
that causes your spouse or partner to be away from work for an indefinite period? How will you
be certain that the claim is made? Who will make sure the bills get paid? The job will fall to you.
Getting involved. The good news is that through communication, regular conversations, and a
little effort, you can probably learn what you need to know in order to help yourself in these
situations. Part of this, too, may be meeting and getting to know the financial professional who
works for your household.
The more knowledge you have, the more confident you can become. Starting the conversation is
just the first step. It may take you some time to become comfortable in taking a greater role in
the decision-making, but when you do, you may feel more confident if the responsibility ever falls
solely to you.

Upcoming Events
+ Holidays
April 23
May 21
May 30

Shred Day @ Shiloh 9-11:30AM
(Paper only)
Shred Day @ St Peter 9-11:30AM
(Paper & Electronics)
Memorial Day - CLOSED

Tax Deadline: April 18th, 2022
It's tax season! Did you work a gig job in
2021? Don’t forget to report your earnings
on your taxes this year! Want to learn
more about taxes and gig work?
Click here
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LOAN RATES
EFFECTIVE April 15th, 2022

VEHICLE LOANS
The following are
approx. payback terms.

AS LOW AS

Up to 36 months

1.99% APR*

37 to 48 months

2.50% APR*

49 to 63 months

2.50% APR*

OTHER LOANS
AS LOW AS
Mortgage

Click for current rates.

Share Secured

2.01% APR*

Stock Secured

9.25% APR*

Signature Loans

7.99% APR*

Personal Line of Credit

12.90% APR*

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates are subject to change,
and terms and conditions apply. Our website contains the
most current rates. Contact GMFCU for complete details.
NMLS# 410276

Would you like to discuss investments or your financial goals? Reach out to Bill Anderson at 636-222-7585.
Content provided by a third party not affiliated with the credit union.

About Bill
Bill has been a financial advisor since 2012, focusing on creating a client-centric experience by providing education,
organization, objectivity, proactivity, accountability, and partnership. In 2012, Bill started his financial services career at
Edward Jones, providing investment services, retirement planning, protection strategies, estate planning opportunities and
education savings plans for almost six years. In April of 2018, Bill moved his practice to Huntleigh Securities to provide a more
customized client experience for his varied clientele and continue to grow professionally. Since then, Bill has continued to
grow his services and practice, and has expanded into offering services and advice to Gateway Metro Federal Credit Union
members.

LOST CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS
If your GMFCU credit or debit card is lost,
stolen or if you suspect unauthorized
use, please call:
CREDIT CARD - (800) 558-3424 | 24/7
DEBIT CARD - (314) 621-4575 or
(800) 621-4828 during business hours or
(800) 472-3272 | 24/7

April is
Youth Month!

SAVE SMALL

DREAM BIG
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Spring into Action during Youth Month!
Young members can learn easy ways to save money. Use our FREE online financial
literacy program, BALANCE to find quick guides for everyone. Embrace this year’s
Youth Month theme: Save Small, Dream Big at your credit union™.
Ask an MSR about our 10.00% Early Foundation certificate for members ages 10 - 17.
Learn about our Youth Certificates for members younger than 10 years old.
Start Today!

Visit a branch to pick up a Check out this great article about Teaching Kids & Teens Smart Money Habits
coloring sheet!
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Last chance to take part! Our partner BALANCE is hosting
their 4th Annual “Webinar for the Win” sweepstakes! You
could win $1,000 by participating in a webinar! To enter,
you must register and attend one of the free webinars in
April (and stay for the whole thing). Webinars are live, online
sessions that let you learn from and interact with an expert
on today’s most popular financial topics.
April - The Basics of Saving and Investing
Thursday, April 21, 2022 7:30pm – 8:30pm CST
Register: Register Now

Expertise, Commitment and Service
Meet Candace Hodges, Branch Manager. She motivates performance by supporting her staff.
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Her friends say Candace is caring, helpful and understanding. “They know I’ll be there for them. We have to take care
of each other.” Relaxing involves reading fiction. “I sit on my porch with a good book. It keeps me entertained until I
find too many typos.” Candace has a dry wit. “What I like most about myself is my humor… even if some do not
appreciate my love for dad jokes!”
Candace came to Gateway 7½ years ago. “I was going to college and looking for a full time job with potential to grow. A family member
mentioned I should apply with the credit union.” Candace completed her degree in Business Administration while working at
Gateway Metro Federal Credit Union. This helped open the door for her growth and success.
A problem-solver, Candace shared, “A member was looking for a quarter with Hawaii on it to use in a surprise for their family trip. It was
the last one they needed. I took some time to look through rolls of quarters to possibly find it for them. I did! I was able to help the
member in having a successful plan of surprise. A moment like that keeps my day upbeat and makes me glad that I am able to make their
day a little brighter!”
The past two years have changed so much for everyone. Candace and her staff enjoy their interactions with members at the Affton
Branch. Candace says, “We have lines again, we are busier. Our members will continue to receive great member service from our helpful
staff when they visit.”

Save to Win: Spring Savings
What better time to find an awesome savings
hack then Springtime? Open a Save to Win
certificate and deposit as little as $25 and qualify
for the monthly & quarterly drawings. You could
win extra money to boost your savings without
any risk to you!
It's easy to qualify and open your Save to Win
certificate. Ask an MSR for help getting started.
Want to learn more about the Save to Win
program? Visit Save to Win's official FAQ here:
STW FAQ

Congratulations to our February winners!
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This Month's Tips:
Quick Tips for Paying Down Debt
#1: Talk To Your Credit Company Or Lender
#2: Consolidate Your Payments
#3: Cut Yourself Off
#4: Make More Than The Minimum Payment
#5: Free Up Extra Money
#6: Find 0% APR Offers
#7: Get Help
Get more in depth with each of these tips by
reading the full article here: Quick Tips For
Paying Down Debt
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Spring fever have you wanting to freshen up your home's look? We've
got you covered with a Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC)!

HOME
EQUITY
LINE OF
CREDIT

Enjoy the perk of lower rates than a personal loan. Use your Home
Equity Line of Credit for more than just your home makeover and
save.
Did you know you can use your HELOC for just about anything you
can dream of?
Home Renovations | Furniture & Appliances | Vacations | Weddings
Tuition Expenses | Debt Consolidation | Swimming Pools
and much more!

As low as
2.95%*

Learn more about our HELOC and apply online today at
goGMFCU.org/HELOC
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*Must be eligible for membership with GMFCU. Must qualify for loan based on credit worthiness. Introductory rate is applicable for first 12 months of loan. Rate is subject to change and is subject to credit qualifications. No additional discounts. Had
there not been a rate discount, the applicable rate would have been 5.50% -7.00% depending on credit. The maximum payback period for the loan is 240 months. The maximum draw period is 120 months. After the Introductory Period, the APR may
adjust semi-annually in the months of January or July during the life of the loan based on the Prime Rate published in The Wall Street Journal, plus a margin that is based on credit worthiness. Maximum APR is 18.00%. After the introductory period the
minimum APR is 5.00%. If loan is paid off and closed within 24 months from opening of loan, member must reimburse the credit union for fees paid. These are currently estimated at $650.00-$900.00.Minimum advance of $5,000.00 is required at loan
closing. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer valid through June 30th, 2022.

Come Join Us
April 23rd
9AM-11:30AM
848 N Green Mount Rd
Shiloh, IL

Free Shred Day at Shiloh
Join us at our Shiloh, IL location for a Free Shred Event! We can help you continue your
1
spring cleaning! Bring your unwanted documents to have them securely destroyed. You’ll
be clearing out space at home in no time!
2

Enter to Win Apple AirPods| Spin the Prize Wheel | Grab Refreshments

Onedayonly!
- Come into our Shiloh3 branch on April 23rd and you can receive a special

offer on our personal loans! Get 3% off your qualified rate when you come to Shiloh on
April 23rd and apply to open a personal loan with us.
1)Each person is limited to 5 boxes of personal documents for shredding. Individuals with business shred maybe declined so others in need of personal document shredding can be serviced. 2)
Must register to be qualified to win. 3) Must qualify for membership. Must qualify for loan based on credit worthiness. Actual APR will be determined at the time of loan approval based on your
credit, loan amount and term. Not all applicants will qualify for the lowest rate. This special rate reduction is valid only on April 23rd, 2022 to qualified applicants to come into our Shiloh branch
to apply.

During our 2022 events the Butterfly Project will continue to collect much needed and
appreciated new socks and underwear for area children and teens. We will accept cash
donations at this event and any check donations can be made payable to The Little Bit
Foundation. Learn more online about this resourceful and resilient St. Louis organization by
visiting The Little Bit Foundation
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Bill Pay & eBills
Get financially fit with Bill Pay and eBills. Save time and money by setting up a personal
merchant list, manage outstanding payments, and review up to 18 months of your
payment history. This free service is provided to all members who have a checking
account, direct deposit, and are enrolled in our Online Banking and eStatements
programs.
A busy lifestyle shouldn't stop you from having peace of mind! You can view your bills
online and set up automatic payments and reminders anytime that works for you.
Ask an MSR for more information or visit us online to learn more about Bill Pay/eBills.
Learn more about Bill Pay/eBills today : Bill Pay & eBill Information

Follow us on social to stay in the Gateway Metro loop.
Informative articles, weather closures, upcoming events, contests and more!

GOGMFCU.ORG | 314-621-4575 | 800-621-4828
NMLS# 4102746
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